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FIDO Webinar Training - Exercise 1:  Basic Navigation 

Created with FIDO version 1.7 ς the screen shots may not match exactly with other versions.  

Red font indicates specific instructions for you to follow. 

The objective of this exercise is to familiarize the user with how to navigate FIDO Custom table menus to 

create a report from a pre-made template. 

Users may want to refer to the FIADB Users Manual, which describes the Forest Inventory and Analysis 

Database (FIADB) structure and defines all the variables in the database.  The guide can be downloaded 

from the FIA Data Mart at http://fia.fs.fed.us/library/database-documentation/.  FIDO reports are 

created using the FIADB. 

1. Start the FIDO application - From the FIA Data and tools page (http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-

data/), click on Forest Inventory Data Online to go to the FIDO Welcome Page 

(http://fiatools.fs.fed.us/fido/index.html). 

The home page provides a general overview of FIDO, and determines whether your computer has the 

appropriate software to run the application.  Check to make sure that the message: 

 ά-- Your browser has the required software plugins to run this application --ά  

appears in the Browser Check window, as in the above figure. 

a. If you get a message that your computer needs additional software, click on the link for 

instructions on installing software for FIDO.   

http://199.128.173.17/fiadb4-downloads/datamart.html
http://fia.fs.fed.us/library/database-documentation/
http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/
http://fiatools.fs.fed.us/fido/index.html
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b. Even though you may have the proper software, you may still need to adjust your 

browser settings.  There is a document posted on the FIA Data and Tools page that 

provides more details for setting up your computer to run FIDO (http://fia.fs.fed.us/tools-

data/tutorials_training/docs/Instructions%20for%20installing%20software%20for%20FIDO.pdf).   

c. Once you are finished with all the setup instructions, you are now ready to run the FIDO 

application.   

Select Custom Retrievals in the left-hand side box to go to the Custom Retrieval 

Welcome page. 

                                     

2. Custom Retrieval Welcome Page 

a. Review the list of the 8-step process, beginning with Start New Retrieval.  Note that 

these buttons are not active on this page, but will be active once you start the Custom 

report application. 

 
 

http://fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/tutorials_training/docs/Instructions%20for%20installing%20software%20for%20FIDO.pdf
http://fia.fs.fed.us/tools-data/tutorials_training/docs/Instructions%20for%20installing%20software%20for%20FIDO.pdf
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b. Click on the Begin Creating Custom Reports>> button to start the Custom FIDO session. 

 

3. Layout of the FIDO tool site.  Every page has 3 sections. 

a. The right hand column displays the 8-step menu buttons to building a custom report.   

b. The left hand column contains selections that are dependent on which menu is currently 

running. 

c. The upper middle space shows the report output, provides information on the menus, 

and displays maps for selecting the geographic area of your report. 

The lower middle space contains the FIDO Wizard, which provides instruction for the 

current menu and an update as to the status of the report.   

!ǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ƳŜƴǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘΩǎ Continue>> button leads the user to 

the next step required to create a report.  Also, a Hide Wizard option will become 

available that will provide more viewing space for the upper middle section. 
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4. Start New Retrieval Page 

a. The report template is the basic structure of the report, and is the first step towards 

generating a report.  Note the FIDO Wizard states that, in order to continue, a report 

template must be selected. 

b. Click on Area Reports in the left hand column to view the list of pre-made templates 

that use area as the report unit. 

 

c. Select Table 2.4 - Area by forest type group and stand-size class (acres).   
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d. Note that a new box, titled Selected Template Information, appears in the middle 

portion of the screen.   

Review the Selected Template Information, which provides information on the report 

type, and other information pertaining to the layout of the report selected.  To 

continue, click on Use as Template. 

 

5. FIDO then automatically takes you to the next step that it needs to complete the report process, 

Define Region of Interest.   

Note that FIDO skipped over steps Set Summary Attribute, Design Report Layout, and Select 

Filter Options because these steps have already been taken care of in the pre-made template.  

Also note that the FIDO Wizard now contains the report information. 
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a. The area or region of interest refers to the county(s), state(s), or circular boundary on 

which the report is based.  Note that the wizard states that this step is required in order 

to continue (also note the Hide Wizard option has appeared). 

b. Selections can be made using the list on the left hand column or by using the map in the 

display window.  This demo will show you both options. 

c. Check the Display Google Map box to view map of the U.S. (depending on the network 

traffic, it may take half a minute for the map to appear). 

 

d. To get a larger view of the map, click on the Hide Wizard box.   
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e. Navigation can be accomplished in a variety of ways.  You can pan the map either with a 

left mouse click and hold; or, use the up, down, right and left arrow buttons on the 

navigation bar.   

Zoom in with a double-left click, zoom out with a double-right click; or, use the + and ς

scale.   

Note the various map view options - Map, Satellite, Hybrid, and Terrain. 

               

f. Zoom in on Michigan, and choose Terrain view. 
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g. Click on Michigan (26) in the Region Selection scroll box to view the list of Michigan FIA 

Survey Units and Counties.  What is displayed on the map? 

                 
 

h. On the map, select and highlight counties in Michigan with a click of the mouse. 

 

 




